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Exploring the Essay 



There are three main parts to an essay: 

1. Introduction 

2. Body 

3* Conclusion 
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l. Introduction: 

-The hook 

-Connecting information 

-The thesis statement 



Hook: 












The hook is the opening statement or statements. 
Just as a fisherman uses a hook to catch a fish, a 
writer uses a hook to catch reader's attention. If a 
hook does its job well, readers will want to read the 
rest of the essay after they have read the hook. 
There are five types of hooks: 

1. Asking a question, e.g. How many people take 
medicine-even simple aspirin- every day? 

2. Using an interesting observation. 

e.g. Asian economists are not sleeping well these 
days. 

3. Beginning with a unique scenario 

e.g. Traveling at one hundred miles an hour, he feels 
as though he is not moving. 

He is engulfed in complete silence. For a moment, it 
is as if he has entered another dimension. 

4. Using a famous quote 

e.g. "To be or not to be; that is the question. " 
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5. Using a statistics, especially one that is surprising 
or shocking If world temperature continues to rise, 
Singapore and New York may be under water by the 
year 2050. 

Connecting information 

After the hook, the writer usually writes 2-3 
sentences that help connect the reader to the topic. 
These sentences can be background information 
about the topic or they can be examples. 
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e.g. Everybody knows how the story of Cinderella ends, but did you ever really think about how 
she spent her days before she met the prince? Her daily routine was not glamorous. She did 
everything from sweeping the floor to cooking the meals. If someone had asked Cinderella, "Are 
there any household chores that you particularly hate?" she probably would have answered, 
"Why, none of course. Housework is my duty!" In the real world, however, most people have 
definite dislikes for certain household chores. The top three of these tasks include ironing clothes, 
washing dishes, and cleaning the bathroom. 



Thesis statement: 

This is usually the last part of the introduction. It 
can be one or two sentences long. In the thesis 
statement the writer usually tells the reader what 
to expect in the essay. 

Basically, there are two types of thesis statements, 
stated and implied. 

Stated Thesis Statement: 

Some writers want to give a specific outline of the 
paper in their thesis statement. For example: 
e.g. The main problems facing South American 
countries are a lack of job opportunities for 
citizens, increasing demand for better health care, 
and limited university programs for poor students. 
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Implied Thesis Statement: 

Some writers are not so direct. On a similar topic as 

the previous example, these writers might use this 

statement: 

e.g. The important problems facing South American 

countries today require immediate attention. 
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2. Body 

This part of the essay consists of 2-4 supporting 
paragraphs each with its own topic sentence, main 
ideas, and details. 
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3* Conclusion 

Just as the last sentence in a one-paragraph 
composition signals to the reader that the writer is 
finished, a concluding paragraph signals the end of 
an essay. The most important reason for the 
conclusion is to make the reader feel that the essay is 
finished. 
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When you write a conclusion, follow these guidelines: 

A. Let the reader know it is the conclusion. 

- Use connector such as: 

In conclusion, To summarize, From the information 
given, 

- Or restate the thesis statement. 

e.g. This essay has presented three of the 
numerous problems that new parents face today. 
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B. Do NOT add new information! 

A conclusion can answer any questions that have not 
been addressed in the body of the essay, but it must 
not raise new questions. Any new information that is 
added must be sufficient without explanation. 
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C. The kind of essay you are writing may determine 
the way you end the essay. 

There are several strategies you can use in 
conclusions. Most conclusions are a combination of 
these strategies. 

1. Summary : In a conclusion, you should help readers 
remember the key points of the essay by 
summarizing them. Summarizing means repeating 
the same key words and phrases used in the thesis 
statement and topic sentences of the body 
paragraphs or using synonyms. 
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2. Suggestion: Many essays are about problems, and 
the most common way to conclude them is by 
suggesting solutions. For example, an essay that tells 
how rapid urbanization can produce unhealthy living 
conditions may conclude by saying, People should get 
as much information as they can before moving to a 
city where they may not find clean drinking water, 
decent shelter, or adequate health care. 
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3. Prediction* An essay about a problem may 
conclude with a prediction or warning about the 
future. For example, an essay about overpopulated 
cities and unhealthy living conditions may conclude 
by warning; We will see increased cancer in children 
and people of all ages if we allow cities to grow 
without adequate regulation of polluting industries. 



jj-LJj Jl afaVl ^^-3 a_jlJ^U jlis_>_4u i^jJLu J)-aJ : >J j-rt-UL) 



^« 1^1^= jtiiJJ ji^ 9-«J-l* j^U.U I Wnm lil jL*tVl J^-t 



4. Opinion. You may conclude by offering your own 
perspective. For example, in an essay that presents 
the effects of urbanization, you may finish by saying 
that you think the positive outcomes from 
urbanization are greater than the negative. 
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** Note that many essays present an opinion in the thesis and 
support the opinion with arguments in the body paragraphs. 
However, if the main purpose of the paper is to explain, you 
can withhold your opinion for the conclusion and present it in 
a brief statement there. 






Activity: 

Look at the two essay introductions below and identify the following: 

■ the hook. 

■ the connecting ideas. 

■ the thesis statement. 

1. What would happen one day if you found yourself in a world where you could not communicate 
with anyone? I am a teacher of English as a second language (ESL). In June 2001, I accepted a job in 
a rural area of Japan called Niigata and found myself faced with this language problem. One event 
in particular stands out as an example of my inability to express my ideas to the people around me 
due to my lack of vocabulary. 

2. All countries in the world are unique. They are different from one another in location, size, 
culture, government, climate, and lifestyles. However, many countries share similarities. Some 
may think that because Brazil and the United States are in different hemispheres, these two 
nations have nothing in common. On the contrary, they share many similarities; size, ethnic group 
diversity and individualism. 
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